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EDITORIAL COMMENT 

Bridging The Digital Divide: Harnessing Technology to Transform African 

Education 

As we stand at the threshold of a new decade, the African continent is poised for 

unprecedented growth and development. However, one of the most significant 

challenges facing our education systems is the yawning digital divide. The 

disparities in access to technology, digital literacy, and online resources threaten to 

exacerbate existing inequalities and hinder the continent's progress. 

But there is hope. The rapid proliferation of mobile devices, increasing 

internet penetration, and innovative e-learning platforms offer a unique opportunity 

to bridge this divide. By leveraging technology, we can democratize access to 

quality education, enhance learning outcomes, and empower African youth to 

compete in the global knowledge economy. 

 This special issue of Journal of Research and Education for Development in 

Africa (JOREDEA) Volume 1, Issue 1, brings together scholars, policymakers, and 

practitioners to explore the transformative potential of technology in African 

education. The contributions in this issue showcase innovative initiatives, cutting-

edge research, and best practices in harnessing technology to improve teaching, 

learning, and assessment. 

As we navigate the complexities of the digital divide, it is clear that 

technology alone is not a panacea. We must address the underlying structural 

barriers, invest in digital infrastructure, and foster a culture of innovation and 

entrepreneurship. By working together, we can create a future where every African 

child has access to quality education, regardless of their geographical location or 

socio-economic background. 

We hope that this special issue will inspire policymakers, educators, and 

stakeholders to join forces in bridging the digital divide and harnessing the power 

of technology to transform African education. 
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